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A Message from Ambassador Reed-Rowe  

on the Death of Osama bin Laden 

 

 On Sunday evening, May 1, 2011, President Barack Obama announced 

the death of Osama bin Laden, the leader of al-Qaida and a terrorist 

responsible for the murder of thousands of innocent men, women and 

children.  Bin Laden boasted responsibility for the bombings of our 

Embassies, the brazen attack on the USS Cole in Yemen and the horrific 

attack on Americans and other nationalities on 9/11. President Obama 

reminded us that for over two decades, bin Laden has been the            

al-Qaida leader and symbol, and has continued to plot attacks against 

our country, and our friends and allies.  The death of bin Laden marks the 

most significant achievement to date in our Nation’s effort to defeat al-

Qaida.  The United States is not-and never will be-at war with Islam.  Bin 

Laden was not a Muslim leader; he was a mass murderer of Muslims.  

Indeed al-Qaida has slaughtered scores of Muslims in many countries, 

including our own.  His death does not end our effort.  There’s no doubt 

that al-Qaida will continue to pursue attacks against us.  We will never 

tolerate our security being threatened, nor stand idly by when our people 

have been killed.  We will be relentless in defense of our citizens, our 

friends and allies.  America did not choose this fight.  It came to our shores 

and started with the senseless slaughter of our citizens.  Americans 

understand the costs of war.  We mourn our war dead and honor their 

sacrifice.  The demise of bin Laden should be welcomed by all who 

believe in peace and human dignity. 

 

 

 


